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Are we all happy in the service 
of Neptune? He certainly is a 
demanding old cuss ain’t he? 
Those of you out there still serving the god of commerce 
(Does he have a name?) have yet to realize that you 
are serving a false god. You really don’t need a heavily 
mortgaged house in the burbs, or an expensive box in 
a high rise. Just buy a boat and start cruising. Let Wall 
Street thunder and roar while you drop a line, sip on 
your favourite tipple and watch the sunset.

OK, I must admit that you’ll need a few hundred thou’ 
to buy the boat. Also you will fi nd it increasingly diffi cult 
to fi nd a marina where greedy operators are charging 
less than $50 per night. Then there are boat builders 
charging like wounded bulls, and bureaucrats wanting a 
boat licence, a radio operator’s licence, a radio station 
licence, a Yachtmaster’s diploma, and certifi cates in 
navigation, fi rst aid and ‘safety and survival at sea’. 
Suddenly a hermit’s cave is looking good.

How did all of this come about? I remember, further 
back than I care to admit, when I discovered the “Joy 
of Sailing”, that a wise old salt explained that 99% of 
sailboats belonged to yacht clubs and that as a self 
regulating sport, we were avoiding the heavy hand of 
government. How times have changed. I now notice 
that there are many more boats not under the Yachting 
Australia umbrella, and that government regulations are 
considerably less onerous than those of YA. Just hurry 
up with that hermit’s cave!

Chairman Will

NOTICE BOARD

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES  If you’ve been cruising, 

know anyone who’s been cruising or even just dream 

about going cruising then we’d love to hear from you. Any 

articles, with or without photos, would be most welcome. 

Letters to the Editor are also welcome. Please e-mail to: 

willm@hotkey.net.au - thanks Ed. 

Ian Mather  9800 1474 
David  Pollard 9596 5633
David Asprey 9592 5300
John Sagar 9712 0281
Sue Stevens 0418 700 227
Mavis Sheedy 9347 5561

Our very best days in Rusalka have been cruising in 

company to Docklands, New Years Eve with 8 other RBYC 

boats, QCYC at any time, Geelong, usually under sail, but 

once with Andalucia entirely under motor and we did not see 

land until the fog lifted about ½ km before RGYC, lunches 

at Portsea, anchoring in the bay, and there is still much 

more to come!  Twilights on a warm evening are special 

experiences too. Sailing back from QCYC in 30 knots with a 

lot of surfi ng, another time both falling asleep in the cockpit 

and happening to wake about 100 metres off the Fawkner 

Beacon dead ahead. The biggest pleasure has been having 

our son Andrew becoming a keen and capable crew. 

Rusalka is a Phantom 32 class yacht designed and built by 

Nick Shein in Sydney in 1988.  Nick built about 60 32’s and 

about 6 Phantom 40’s ( = Michael Bowe’s “The Phantom”) in 

the 1980’s and in later times sugar scoop sterns and wider 

aft sections were added to enhance the attractiveness as 

boats for chartering.  Thus basically Phantom 32’s, 33’s and 

34’s are similar boats. Church Point Charters in Sydney still 

have an excellent 33 listed.

In researching designs to buy after selling my Compass 29 

“Odyssey” I settled on a Phantom because it has a half keel 

leading through to a skeg before the balanced rudder, and 

therefore has good tracking qualities in all weathers, for its 

length and for shorthanded cruising. Also it has a commodious 

double vee berth, close off head, complete stove, deck 

stepped mast, masthead rig, good headroom, frig & freezer, 

wheel steering, and the majority of the requirements I had 

on an A4 list heavily contributed to by Bev. This included 

being able to see the 

bow from the wheel, 

good storage, etc. 

I was greatly taken 

by Carter 33’s, but 

a c c o m m o d a t i o n 

was less even 

though performance 

considerably faster and 

the aft cabin version 

really only takes 1.5 

persons.

Rusalka had obviously 

done a lot of sea miles, 

and the scrappy log 

included all the main Pacifi c islands, New Zealand, and the 

Aust east coast. But the boat was very well set up, obviously 

needing some work to be done, but I bought it well privately 

in Sydney and it was the only one for sale at the time. It had 

been unused on a swing mooring off Cammeray for 4 years 

and lack of maintainance was very apparent. Of course 

the amount of work has been about 10 times more than 

anticipated. But all labours of love.

So after trucking it to Melbourne in 2004 and lifting it off at 

RBYC with a Franner crane, the work began. Freight costs 

were around $5000 even though the trucking was $1500, 

other charges piled up. Robstan’s sandblasting showed a 

hull with virtually no moisture,  so on went 3 coats of epoxy 

sealer then standard antifoul paint. New engine mounts, 

RUSALKA - CRUISING YACHT OF THE MONTH
DAVID AND BEV ASPREY
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
FRIDAY 7TH NOVEMBER

BASS STRAIT CRUISE MEETING
Interested in joining our Annual Bass Strait Cruise in Company in 

February / March 2009? There will be a meeting in the Committee 

Room at 6.30pm on 7th November for all interested. Dates and 

destinations will be discussed on the night. 

Those who wish could stay on for a meal afterwards. Please advise 

Will if you are planning to attend, or are unable to attend but planning 

to join us on the cruise.

SUNDAY 16TH NOVEMBER

RYCV LIPTON CUP REGATTA
As part of this weekend regatta there will be a novelty cruising event 

on Sunday morning, starting at RBYC and fi nishing at RYCV for 

lunch. More details in the Weekly enews.

FRIDAY 21ST NOVEMBER

GUEST SPEAKER: STEB FISHER 
– BOAT PHOTOGRAPHER

Steb has taken many spectacular photos of RBYC racing boats, 

including many of our cruising boats who also race. He will share 

some of his secrets for capturing that perfect boat shot you’ll want 

framed and hanging on the lounge room wall.  

Usual format – gather about 6.30pm, meeting and presentation 

6.45pm, followed by dinner at 8pm. Last month our new caterers 

provided an excellent buffet meal. We’ll try and organize a similar 

feast for this month.  Please book with Mandy by Tuesday 18th 

November (9592 3092) to ensure you don’t miss out. Last month’s 

record attendance meant we were almost at full capacity - soon it 

might be standing room only!

WEEKEND OF SATURDAY 29TH & 
SUNDAY 30TH NOVEMBER

QUEENSCLIFF MUSIC FESTIVAL
This would be a good weekend to venture down to QCYC in the 

company of other ‘cruisers’ to spend some time at Queenscliff and 

be part of the annual Queenscliff Music Festival. Please let Will 

know if you are interested. - willm@hotkey.net.au

SATURDAY 6TH DECEMBER

ANNUAL PONTOON CHRISTMAS 
PARTY ON THE HARDSTAND

Always a fantastic night and a great way to celebrate Christmas with 

fellow cruisers. BYO everything BBQ starting at around 6pm. Some 

tables and chairs will be provided, but it’s a good idea to bring your 

own if they’re easily transportable. Tune up the singing voices a few 

days before in readiness for carol singing. Of course the weather will 

be perfect as usual, so we won’t need a ‘wet weather’ plan will we? 

New members particularly welcome. Sleeping on boats afterwards 

is highly recommended.

SUNDAY 18TH JANUARY 2009

ANNUAL CRUISING GROUP 
BIRTHDAY CRUISE TO ROYALS

Keep this date free.



  
PAGE 2 CRUISING NEWS NOVEMBER 2008 PAGE 5

new prop, rigging was all replaced, new sails ordered, Rusalka was launched April 22nd 2005

I rebuilt the mast adding a VHF antenna up top and the new backstay has the HF antenna. Earthing straps and co-axes have 

been replaced. New batteries, all wiring replaced, new solar panels on the stern tower, water tanks opened and scrubbed out, 

fuel tank fl ushed, many hours spent on mundane improvements. Leaks on old boats cause much unseen corrosion, so the rusty 

but functioning VHF radio has been replaced with a waterproof Cobra with DSC, all windows resealed, stove rebuilt, and so it 

goes on...! 

We have used the boat just for club racing and bay cruising, and it has lived up to expectation in every regard. Engine failure due 

to internal corrosion got beyond a joke, so the motor was replaced with a new Volvo DI 30 diesel, new prop shaft and of course 

engine mounts, in August ‘08, so we now have a boat almost ready for any journeys this summer.

Mike of Robstan replaced the steering cables with considerable diffi culty while the motor bay was empty, and we found many more 

strands broken than the ones fi rst visible. The retensioning has improved Rusalka’s steering enormously. 

Rusalka is easy to handle even solo, loves surfi ng, provides homely comforts below.

The RBYC Cruising Group is planning a trip up the Tamar in the New Year, so we’ll be there!  Bev really enjoys the wheel steering 

and the pedestal engine controls, so we are both in love with the old girl. 

Rusalki are beautiful Slovakian water sprites who live at the bottom of secluded lakes but emerge at night to capture handsome 

male mortals and take them home... and they are never seen again. Well we all have to go sometime !  I guess I am part 

way there!

I would recommend a Phantom yacht to any prospective boat purchaser. Tony Furzer’s “Jasbr Pearl”, formerly (Clive Hearne’s) 

Leading Lady is the only other Phantom at RBYC, but there are about 6 total in Victoria.  From the famous Phantom comic 

character who was “Mr Walker” in civvy life, the boat “Mr Walker” which circumnavigated a few years ago is in now in 

Westernport marina.
Bev & David Asprey

MEMBER NEWS
A warm welcome to new cruising members John and Jo 

Walker Kirra Kirra.

Seen on Folie a Deux after WISC practise on Sunday 5th 

October – a male crew member parading round wearing a 

rather large hot pink bra. Who was he, we wonder?

Sunday November 9th is RBYC’s Open Day and your club 

needs you! Many volunteers are needed to make this day a 

success, so please offer your assistance if you can spare a 

couple of hours.

In preparation for venturing into Bass Strait for some ocean 

racing and cruising, Michelle & Roger Wale Pretty Woman, 

recently did a couple of practice runs in and out of the Heads. 

Pretty cool - by all accounts they even managed a roast lamb 

dinner ‘outside’ while waiting for the next slack water.

Schuss is getting bigger!! Chris & Denis McConnell have 

purchased a larger Beneteau, also to be named Schuss. We’ll 

look forward to welcoming the new Schuss to the Marina.

Croation Cruising Grounds

Night Lights in Split Harbour
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OCTOBER MEETING - Cruising Croatia (or “Don’s Party”)
BY GRANT COLLINS

A near record crowd of 75 people packed into the Olympic Lounge for the monthly cruising meeting and dinner.  

The attraction was the “gang of eight” comprising Don and Barbara Richmond, Graeme & Sheila Wallace, Warren and Adele 

Parker and Don and Elgene Matthews speaking on Croatian Coastal Cruising.

Bellina, a Jeaneau Sun Odessey 49, was booked via the internet for a weeks’ cruising the islands of the Croatian coast.  With 

around 1000 islands there is certainly no shortage of choice.

This indeed was intended to be cruising as comfortably as it could get.  The four couples each had a double berth with ensuite.  

The catering offi cers would provide breakfast and lunch on board, while onshore restaurants would provide dinner.

This assumed leisurely day-hopping between destinations, which proved to be the case except on the fi rst day when delays meant 

a late afternoon departure from the marina due to having to replace a faulty bow thruster motor.

A “tag team” of speakers, ably led by Don Richmond and backed up by a wonderful power point presentation, certainly kept the 

audience interested.  Just when you thought too many beautiful villages were never enough, there were always more!  Added to 

these pictures and tales of the wining and dining in the local restaurants, throw in some stunning scenery and the effect was to 

have some us salivating with delight, while others I am sure are eagerly making plans to do the same as soon as possible.

Once the presentation had concluded everyone moved upstairs to a sumptuous buffet dinner.  Another great night staged by The 

Cruising Group, a huge thanks to all involved.

Does your partner provision your boat when you cruise? Do you ever complain about short 

rations? Well be very, very careful. She (he?) might slap a ‘petty warrant’ on you. This applied 

on board old sailing ships when supplies were running short. It meant that six men received 

food originally meant for four and was referred to as ‘six upon four rationing’. Strictly speaking 

the crew were supposed to be compensated with a higher daily pay rate while the Petty Warrant 

applied. These days I suppose you could try it on for compensation by way of additional ‘off 

watch favours’ but don’t blame me if this suggestion is treated with a slapped face.

‘PETTY WARRANT’

RBYC is replacing a number of boats in their ageing Sabot 

fl eet, and Cruising Group has offered to fund one of them. 

We have therefore been given ‘naming rights’ and have run 

a Sabot Naming Competition. About 40 names have been 

submitted, and your committee will decide on a name at their 

next meeting. It will be a hard choice!

SABOT NAMING COMPETITION


